
Families Through Adoption 
 

CONTRACT FOR ASSESMENT SERVICES 

(Homestudies, Updates, and Post Placements) 

 

This is an agreement between Families Through Adoption (hereafter referred to as the Agency) and the 

person(s) who sign below (hereafter referred to as the Family), who are making a formal application to 

the Agency for services. 

 

The Agency’s Mission is to support families from the decision to adopt until the child reaches 

independence; by providing quality support, educational and professional services.  To achieve this, 

the Agency agrees to the following: 

 Assign a licensed and authorized social worker in a timely manner 

 Provide a fair and comprehensive assessment in a timely manner 

 Be straightforward and candid in addressing areas of concern 

 Offer assistance and recommendations for resolving any problems 

 Respond to questions and concerns in a timely manner 

 Provide problem identification and referral assistance if needed. 

 

The Family agrees that they will: 

 Provide information in an open, timely, and candid manner, and that all information provided 

will be true and correct 

 Comply with the requests and requirements of this agency, the State of Michigan, and the laws 

governing adoption both in the US and abroad 

 Inform the agency of any significant changes in circumstance when they occur (i.e. change of 

address, employment, household configuration, criminal record changes, etc) 

 

It is acknowledged that the Family is contracting with FTA only for education, home study evaluation 

and post placement services.  The Family is contracting with _________________________________ 

for child placing services and all international services, and FTA is not responsible or liable for any of 

these services. 

 

Please note: Our goal is to build healthy families, and to serve the best interests of children.  There 

may be, however, instances where a positive home study is not possible.  There is no guarantee of a 

favorable home study.  If there are circumstances that indicate a negative study, you will be informed, 

and given the option of proceeding with no guarantee of a positive outcome, or withdrawing.  There 

may be other instances where it is necessary to obtain more information, or where there needs to be 

resolution of situations or issues, before a positive recommendation is possible.  Your home study 

person will work with you to develop a plan to accomplish those goals. 

 

The assessment process will include the family completing the application, background interview and 

providing references, clearances, medical and financial status as well as other noted documentation. 

The family is also required to complete educational programs and interviews.  All family members 

residing in the home must be interviewed jointly or independently. 

 

It is understood that the Family may voluntarily withdraw at any time.  The $300 application fee is 

non-refundable.  The amount due will be based on the work already done, calculated at a rate of $50 

per hour.  Any fee paid in excess of this will be refunded. 
 



Families Through Adoption 
 

Have you ever had a Home Study?    Yes  No 

 If Yes, which Agency _________________________________ Date ________________ 

 

Adoptive Mother     Adoptive Father 

Full Name: _____________________________ Full Name: _____________________________ 

 

Work Phone: ____________________________ Work Phone: ____________________________ 

 

Cell Phone: _____________________________ Cell Phone: _____________________________ 

 

E-mail: _________________________________ E-mail: _________________________________ 

 

Home Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone: _________________  

 

Services Requested: Home Study  Update  Post Placement Education 

 (Please Circle) 

 

Adoption Placing Agency: 

 Name: ________________________________________________________ 

 Phone: ________________________________________________________ 

 Contact: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Country You Want to Adopt From: _________________________________________________ 

 

Who referred you to us? __________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

ADOPTIVE MOTHER:    ADOPTIVE FATHER: 

 

_________________________________  ___________________________________ 

Print or Type      Print or Type 

 

 

_________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Signature      Signature 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Date 
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To maintain standards and policies that are consistent with applicable child welfare policy and law, including, 

without limitation, the Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry 

Adoption, a multilateral treaty executed at the Hague on May 29, 1993 (the "Hague Convention"), the 

Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000 (the "IAA" or Hague Law), and the implementing Regulations set forth in 22 

CFR Part 96-98 dated February 15, 2006 (the "Hague Regulations".). Specifically, Families Through Adoption 

shall abide by the principles of (i) ensuring that intercountry adoptions take place in the best interests of 

children; and (ii) preventing the abduction, sale or trafficking of children in connection with' intercountry 

adoption. 

 

a. The Adoptive Parent(s) hereby agree to waive liability against, and hold harmless, each of FTA and its 

successors, assigns, officers, directors, employees, owners, agents, volunteers, attorneys, representatives 

and corporate affiliates (collectively, the "Released Parties"), and to fully and forever release the 

Released Parties from any and all actions, causes of action, suits, debts, accounts, liability, damages, 

attorney's fees, claims, counterclaims, and demands whatsoever, whether arising in contract or in tort, 

including claims for negligence, and whether in law or in equity, which the Adoptive Parent(s) had, now 

have, or hereafter can, shall, or may have for, upon, or by reason of any matter, cause, or thing 

whatsoever arising out of or relating to an International Adoption , Risk, and, including, without 

limitation, (a) the political, governmental and administrative conditions in the foreign country; (b) any 

problems, delays, or failures relating to US-International relations; (c) the medical, mental, social, 

emotional, and developmental condition of the Child(ren); (d) the family background, prior history and 

care and previous experiences of the Child(ren); (e) any changes in the laws, regulations, policies, or 

administrative requirements of the international placing country, the United States or the Adoptive 

Parent(s)' Country ; (f) any failure of any governmental or administrative judge, agency, official, 

employee, or agency to approve or promptly process the adoption; (g) war, terrorism, crime, acts of 

God, natural disasters, or any other conditions, matters, or causes beyond the control of FTA, and (h) 

any or all of the risks.  The Adoptive Parent(s) further agree to indemnify each of the Released Parties 

for any claims, costs, damages, or expenses incurred relating to, or arising from, the occurrence of an 

International Adoption Risk, including without limitation, unknown medical conditions of the 

Child(ren). 

 

 
2. Adoptive Parent(s) Duties Following the Adoption Process. The Adoptive Parent(s) agree to assume the 

following obligations following the adoption process: 

a. Post-Placement/Post-Adoption Obligations. 

i. Background — The Adoptive Parent(s) specifically understand that it is a difficult decision for any 

country to agree to allow its orphaned children to leave their homeland to be adopted 

internationally. These countries deserve not only our gratitude, but also our respect. Post-

placement/Post-Adoption reports and photos provide clear and irrefutable evidence that adoption is 

a positive solution for children who lack permanent families to find loving homes! 

ii.  In order to keep the doors open for the next family who wishes to adopt internationally, it is critical 

that the Adoptive Parent(s) agree to provide post-placement or post-adoption reports (as applicable) 

to the officials of the Child(ren)'s country under the requirements that such country has given. 

Adoptive Parent(s) failure to comply with their post-placement/post-adoption obligations could 

jeopardize the ability of other children from the foreign country from which the Adoptive Parent(s) 

adopt to find homes with families abroad. 

ii. The Adoptive Parent(s) understand and agree to comply with any and all requests by either the 

foreign adoption officials, state and federal government, and FTA to provide required post-

placement reports or post-adoption reports (as applicable), to register the adoption with the foreign 

Embassy/Consulate in the U.S./Consulate in the Adoptive Parent(s)' Country, or to perform other 

follow-up requested. 

iii. The Adoptive Parent(s) acknowledge that post-placement/post-adoption requirements may vary 

from country to country, and may change over time with or without notice. FTA hereby notifies the 
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Adoptive Parent(s) that the post-placement/post-adoption requirements of its programs as they exist. 

The Adoptive Parent(s) hereby agree to comply with the post-placement/post-adoption obligations 

as they exist at this time, and as they may change over time. 

(1) Agency will notify Adoptive Parent(s) about the post-placement requirements that exist at the 

time of placement of the child with them, and will use its best efforts to notify Adoptive 

Parent(s) of changes as they occur in the future. 

(2) Adoptive Parent(s) will use their best efforts to monitor changes in the post-placement 

requirements of the country from which they adopted the Child(ren) as they evolve over time 

and to comply with the requirements to the best of their ability. 

iv. With respect to post-placement/post-adoption reports, the Adoptive Parent(s) hereby agree to 

provide post-placement/post-adoption reports to FTA and/or to any and all state and federal 

licensing agencies that FTA directs.  To the extent required and directed, the reports shall be 

completed by a duly licensed social worker or homestudy agency at the expense of the Adoptive 

Parents, and properly authenticated. All such post-placement reports shall be submitted (with any 

required notarization, certification and/or apostilled) in a timely manner so that such reports are 

received by FTA, and any and all state and federal licensing agencies that FTA directs, no event 

later • than thirty (30) days from the deadlines provided. With each report, the Adoptive Parent(s) 

agree to include eight (8) photographs of the Child(ren). 

v. The Adoptive Parent(s)' failure to comply (a) will result in immediate and irreparable harm and/or 

damage to FTA, and (b) entitles FTA to an immediate ex parte injunction and/or specific 

performance ordering the Adoptive Parent(s)' compliance with the request for documentation, with 

all legal fees and expenses resulting from such action to be the Adoptive Parent(s)' responsibility. 

 

 
3. Termination. FTA retains the right to terminate this Agreement effective immediately upon written notice if 

it learns that any of the information that the Adoptive Parent(s) provided to FTA or the agency or social 

worker who approved the homestudy is false, materially misleading or changed substantially since the home 

study report was approved. FTA retains absolute discretion to terminate the Agreement upon learning of the 

false or misleading information provided by the Adoptive Parent(s). Changed circumstances that may 

constitute cause for termination include, without limitation, (i) loss of income such that Adoptive Parent(s) 

are unable to afford another dependent or the cost of adoption; (ii) health of one or both Adoptive Parent(s) 

would place the secure future of the child in jeopardy; (iii) arrest for criminal charges without proof of 

rehabilitation; (iv) change in home location or condition such that the housing becomes unsuitable for the 

safety and well-being of the child; (v) psychiatric sickness of the Adoptive Parent(s), or other mental 

physical or emotional instability without proof of rehabilitation that could place the child in jeopardy; (vi) 

alcoholism, drug addiction or other substance abuse without proof of rehabilitation; (vii) child abuse 

complaint filed against one or both of the Adoptive Parent(s); (viii) lack of support for the adoption by the 

Adoptive Parent(s)' extended family; or (ix) marital discord, including, without limitation, divorce or 

separation of the Adoptive Parent(s). To the extent FTA has reason to believe that representation of the 

Adoptive Parent(s) does not serve the best interest of a child, FTA retains the right to terminate this 

Agreement at its sole discretion. 

 

 
i. To the extent the Adoptive Parents fail to honor the post-placement/post-adoption obligations set 

forth above, FTA may pursue all legal action necessary to force compliance with the post-placement 

requirements, including, without limitation, an action for specific performance or injunctive relief in 

the Kent County. State of Michigan Small Claims Court. 

 

 
4. Independent Legal Advice. FTA encourages the Adoptive Parent(s) to retain independent legal counsel both 

for the review of this Agreement and its Attachments and to advise the Adoptive Parent(s) on what, if any, 

steps are required in their home state for recognition of the foreign adoption decree. Further, as an 
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international adoption agency, it is the primary responsibility of FTA to find families for children, not 

children for families. FTA must represent the best interest of the child at all times. To the extent that the 

Adoptive Parent(s) determine that a conflict of interest with these goals should arise, FTA will notify the 

Adoptive Parent(s) thereof, and the Adoptive Parent(s) understands that they may consult with independent 

legal counsel at their own expense. 

5. The Adoptive Parent(s) acknowledge that they are not paying Families Through Adoption or Families 

Through Adoption' foreign partners to buy a child. Adoptive Parent(s) agree that they are paying for 

Families Through Adoption' and/or Families Through Adoption' foreign partner's time, experience, 

knowledge, guidance, service, materials, and overhead during the period that they are a Families Through 

Adoption client in seeking to adopt a child from a foreign country. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Adoptive Parent 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Adoptive Parent 

 

_______________________________ 

Date: 

 
State of Michigan,  

Acting in the County of _______________, 

 

This document was subscribed and affirmed before me on this _________ day of ______________, 20_____. 

 

________________________________________  My commission expires: _______________________. 

Notary public 

 

 

 

 


